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The Fetzer Hologram, The Founding Fathers, and Freedom 

(January 13, 2014) 

In light of new public pronouncements by the former Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge, 
Akram Elias, the message of the Fetzer Hologram, as well as statements made by John Fetzer in 1989 
regarding the Founding Fathers and freedom, the Fetzer legacy can be more clearly understood (the 
speculative notions regarding 18 th -century American Freemasons were confirmed to me by Mr. Elias 
in direct discussions in 2015). 

The hermetic teachings of the Masonic tradition tend to stay hidden behind their public 
pronouncements of Universalism; but recently they went briefly but significantly more public. This 
“venture into publicity” occurred in the recent History Channel show, “America Unearthed—Secret 
Blueprint of America,” where the recently retired Grand Master of the Scottish Rite of Masonry (in 
America), Mr. Akram Elias, answered quite forthrightly questions about the Masonic influence on the 
founding of the United States. 

Mr. Elias’ statements are, I believe, of particular significance to us as Fetzer Trustees, because 
it shows a strong connection with Masonic symbols/teachings, and John Fetzer’s notions of the 
spiritual impulse behind the Fetzer Legacy. And it can help us look with new eyes at the Fetzer 
Hologram, and help us understand what Mr. Fetzer himself said about the Founding Fathers, freedom, 
and his mission. 


The Masonic Tradition 

While the Masonic Founding Fathers were, publicly, Deists, the Masonic teachings of course 
went deeper than that into hermeticism. One of the teachings of hermeticism deals with the balance 
between masculine and feminine spiritual energies. 

The Judeo-Christian (and Muslim) traditions have been considered to be paternalistic in nature 
(although the Roman Catholic tradition includes a significant veneration of the Mother Mary as an 
intercessor between the common person and the Father/Son). 

However, some older “pagan” and “spiritual” traditions tend to present balance between 
masculine and feminine energies, and more equality between male and female deities; hermeticism 
includes such a balance as well. Perhaps the best example of the male-female balance was in the ancient 
Egyptian tradition where Isis (the female) and Osiris (the male) were considered equal as “parent 
Gods,” with Homs their offspring or “son.” In fact, if anything, Isis was pre-eminent, because it was 
she whose mastery of spiritual energy brought Osiris back to life. Naturally, the “feminine spiritual 
energy” would be that which gives life, and which nurtures and sustains life as well. (By the way, the 
symbolism of the Fetzer Administration Building reflects this balance, with a symbol of Homs over 
the front entrance, and a symbolic representation of Isis and her sister Nephthys at the back entrance.) 



The inclusion of the “feminine spiritual energy” is sometimes referred to as The Goddess 
Tradition, or can even be overstated (sometimes in a denigrating manner) as “the worship of the 
Goddess.” 

Examples of “The Goddess” include Isis in the Egyptian tradition, as well as (but not limited 
to): 


• The Roman goddess Venus (in Greek, Aphrodite), whose symbol is the 5-pointed star, and 
also the “chevron” (nested Vs which share a common end point); 

• The Roman Goddess Minerva (in Greek, Athena); 

• Sophia in Platonic/hermetic and Gnostic traditions; 

• Britannia, the Goddess of the British Isles in the Roman and, later, English traditions; 

• and ... Columbia, Goddess of Freedom (also known as Lady Liberty) in the American 
tradition (Columbia was originally a British representation for the American colonies). 

In fact, “Freedom,” said Mr. Elias, “is a feminine concept” in the Masonic hermetic tradition. 
He goes on to say, “America is much more than a land, much more than a country, much more than 
a people ... it is an idea. And that idea is liberty — freedom.” 

Hermetic symbols for the Goddess (the feminine) include the diamond (either a square that is 
tipped and standing on one of its points, or perhaps a rhombus standing on one of its points), and 
also the common-space in between interlocking circles (again with points at top and bottom). These 
symbols are images for the birth process. 

The Founding Fathers 

Mr. Elias clearly pointed out the Masonic influence and symbols in Washington DC (“District 
of Columbia”)—in fact this was the first time that Eve ever seen or heard the Masonic influence so 
openly acknowledged. “There’s no question that in the city of Washington many symbols exist, and 
have to do with Freemasonry,” Elias said. “The language of symbols was paramount, was essential, to 
the (American) enterprise from the beginning. ... It makes sense to see Masonic symbols in almost 
every one of those symbols of the city.” Such Masonic/hermetic symbols include: 

(i) The diamond shape of the initial layout of the District of Columbia, as dictated by George 
Washington himself (a devout Mason). The forty boundary stones for DC were set into place in a 
Masonic ceremony. Of course, the Masonic Trademark of the “Square and Compass” is also in the 
shape of a diamond, which, as stated, is a feminine hermetic symbol. In the middle of the Trademark 
is the letter “G,” standing for “the Grand Architect of the Universe,” which is a masculine notion set 
in the middle of the feminine-diamond in order to symbolize the dual masculine-feminine nature of 
Spirit. However, the G also stands for “Geometry,” Mr. Elias reported. In fact, he stated, “The most 
important thing in the city that I would say is geometry. At the heart of the design of Washington DC 
is geometry. Now interestingly enough, geometry is feminine. In Freemasonry, we speak of the Deity 
... as the Grand Architect, or the Grand Geometrician. This is where the letter G is used between the 



compass and square—it’s Geometry.” In that sense then, the whole of the Trademark is feminine—a 
diamond with “Geometry” in the center. 

(ii) The street layout of DC, with its 5-pointed stars and prominent chevron, was designed by 
Pierre L’Enfant, who was acknowledged by Mr. Elias as a Mason. Mr. Elias pointedly stated, “Every 
major architect who worked on the city, designer, architecture starting with Pierre L’Enfant, the 
architect who worked on the White House, and the United States Capital, happened to be 
Freemasons.” 

(iii) This was not part of the “America Unearthed” show, but it is historically accepted that the 
foundation stone of the Capitol Building was also set in a Masonic ceremony led by George 
Washington wearing his Masonic apron (there was a painting done of the ceremony.) 

(iv) Constmction of the Washington Monument was not begun until 1848 (due to fundraising 
difficulties as the Freemasons declined in this period), but its location was in the original layout plans 
of Mr. L’Enfant. It is the world’s tallest obelisk (a masculine hermetic symbol), and it sits at the center 
of two late interlocking circles, a symbol of the feminine. 

The Fetzer Hologram 

It has dawned on me, after watching “America Unearthed—Secret Blueprint of America,” 
how analogous the Fetzer Hologram is to the Washington Monument. The main spire rises toward 
the heavens like an obelisk—a symbol of the masculine aspect of Spirit. And it sits in the middle of 
the Masonic Trademark in the base—which, as we’ve said, is a diamond, a symbol of the feminine 
aspect of Spirit, although, in the grandest hermetic tradition, the symbolism is hidden and can only be 
seen if one looks “deeper.” The memo, “Fetzer Administration Building Spiritual Symbols: The 
Hologram,” discusses this, as follows: 

There are six disks on the base ... The three silver disks make a Masonic triangle, as do the 
three “gold” disks [this is hidden because, as the memo explains, one of the gold disks appears at first 
glance to be silver].... This has a meaning which John knew as a Mason, for the base is an approximation 
of the primary Masonic symbol of the “compass and square.” ... The two triangles in the base of The 
Hologram, the silver triangle and the gold triangle, approximate the Masonic compass and T-square; 
and the “disk that isn’t closed” approximates the G, which in the Masonic symbol stands for “God,” 
or “Geometry.” 

It should be noted that the hologram’s artist, Vincent Mariani, has never been a Mason himself. 
As Mariani told me, all the aspects of the piece were given to him in visionary experiences. To me ... 
somehow ... this adds to the validity of the notions of the workings and aspects of Spirit regarding the 
Fetzer Hologram. 

Thus one could say that the Fetzer Hologram is a symbol very much akin to the Washington 
Monument—a masculine obelisk set within the feminine base of the Masonic symbol. And this 
feminine influence incudes the Masonic notions of freedom itself—and especially American 
freedom—as a spiritual energy embodied by the American goddess Columbia. 

To contemporary Trustees of “Fetzer Inc.,” Masonic and hermetic notions may seem 
superficial or even silly. But suffice it to remember that these notions were taken seriously by John 
Fetzer, and strongly influenced Donor Intent for the Fetzer Legacy. 



For one thing, we recall that Fetzer’s “America’s Agony” revolves around the story of George 
Washington being visited by a “feminine angel” who laid out for him in cryptic fashion the future of 
the Republic. This was actually a Masonic story, and we can safely assume that the angel was Lady 
Liberty—that is, the goddess Columbia. 

And so I will end this memo with a statement John Fetzer made in 1989 which connects the 
Fetzer vision to that of the Founding Fathers, and helps explain John’s notion of Freedom. 

In the early months of 1989, down at his ranch in Tucson, John hosted and gave an interview 
to Kenneth Pellitier. As part of the interview John gave—in his usual oblique way—a hint of the tie 
between, in John’s view, the mission of the Founding Fathers (including John himself, of course, as 
Jefferson) and his 400-year Fetzer mission: 

... anyone who knows what happened on Atlantis knows that what happened there is going to be 
repeated—but this time the same mistakes are not going to be repeated ... you see, that’s the goal of 
Atlantis. They were using all these things to get to the goal, but they started misusing them ... [and] 
destroyed themselves. This time we have to carry it out till we get to the end of the line, so that we really 
can find out what self-awareness is ... only time will tell. You know when the Founding Fathers of the 
country started to do this ... and coming up with the Declaration of Independence and all that ... [It 
takes] 400 years. They set something in motion and it takes 200 years later in the land [to get to today] 

— now you’re looking back and you see what’s happened. Maybe another 200 years down the line... we 
can look back and see really what happened. 



